
 
February 6, 7 & 8, 2020 CONFERENCE PROGRAM 

Program Subject to change 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2020 

5:30 – 6:30 Welcome Reception / Registration Desk Open 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2020 

7:00  Registration Desk Open / Equipment Rodeo Check In / Exh ibits Open / Continental Breakfast   

8:15 - 8:30  Welcome and Introductory Remarks Larry O’Connor, O2WA President / Belinda Rasmussen, CMM, O2WA Executive Director 

8:30 – 9:30 0.1 CEU- General Session Sara Heger, PhD University of Minnesota, Onsite Wastewater Program 
Challenging Wastewater Streams - This presentation will focus on a study funded by the Water Research Foundation evaluating water use 

from over 23 utilities and over 1,000 homes showing a 23% reduction in water use since 1999.  The primary sources for the reduction will be 
discussed along with implications with increased concentrations.  Septic system design and operation considerations will be highlighted.  

9:30 – 9:50 - Exhibit Hall Open / Break 

9:50 – 10:50 0.1 CEU General Session Brian T. Rabe, CPSS, WWS, Managing Soil Scientist Cascade Earth Sciences 
Outlining Rule Revision Process & Proposed Rule Changes - This topic will provide an overview of the process, participants (TRC 

committee, DEQ staff, etc.), and public participation.  Providing a summary of minor changes and a more detailed overview of several more 
significant proposals.  This topic is both timely and directly relevant to the professional development of our conference attendees. 

11:00 – 12:00 0.1 CEU General Session Sara Heger, PhD University of Minnesota, Onsite Wastewater Program 
Septic System Emerging Issue:  Microplastics - Laundry waste is sewage, but could the increase in synthetic fibers be harming our septic 

systems and reaching our lakes, rivers and streams?  The lint from washing clothing has the potential to make its way thought onsite treatment 
systems.  This presentation will discuss the issues  

12:00 – 1:30 Exhibit Hall Open / Lunch / Rodeo Sponsored by Pape’ Machinery  

1:30 – 2:30 0.1 CEU 

TRACK 1 Dan Buss - Installing with Maintenance in Mind – We will explain the difference of standard installation practices (or practices we 

often see in the field) and installation of a septic system ready to be maintained by a service provider.  Often things are missed in construction 
that greatly help the maintenance provider and or customer with regards to maintaining the system.  We will show some of the differences and 
explain why it can aid the service provider in cost effective maintenance.   

TRACK 2 Robb Barnes - ESER - A Pain or a Part of our Profitability? After 5 years of the ESER and Septic Smart program being in place we 

still hear that from realtors from time to time. Come and be ready to share your adventures in the ESER process and get some new ideas on how 
to stay on top of the ESER game. Ways to make the process more streamlined, pitfalls to watch out for and ideas for improving the process are 
all topics to be touched during the class.? 

TRACK 3 Shawn Stanley Slingshot Legal Services Right to Lien & Contracts This presentation will cover the Lien Preparation and Lien Filing 

process.  The important aspects of a Contracts, Pre/Post Lien Notices, Property owner traces, Document review (if matters are beginning to go 
outside of the construction schedule).    

2:30 - 3:00  Exhibit Hall Open / Break 

3:00 – 4:00 0.1 CEU 

TRACK 1 Aaron Dennis, WWS, Soils  Scientist, Senior Clackamas County 
Submitting a Complete Septic System Application - Requirements, guidelines, and best practices for submitting complete septic applications 

in Oregon to contract counties as well as to DEQ. The class will go over what information is needed on applications as well as on plot plans for 
permits ranging from Minor Repairs to complete Advanced Treatment systems. 

TRACK 2 Jason Williams Oregon 811 
Excavation Safety 101 - Understanding of common safety issues as well as educate on laws and best practices for safe excavation. 

TRACK 3 Kim Aldrich Marion County Soils Texture What it is it and why does it matter.  We will practice texturing as well as discussing the 

importance of understanding the textural classes and how they relate to the installation of an onsite septic system. 

4:15-5:15 0.1 CEU General Session Sara Heger, PhD University of Minnesota, Onsite Wastewater Program 
Changing Water Usage - This presentation will focus on a study funded by the Water Research Foundation evaluating water use from over 23 

utilities and over 1,000 homes showing a 23% reduction in water use since 1999.  The primary sources for the reduction will be discussed along 
with implications with increased concentrations.  Septic system design and operation considerations will be highlighted.  

5:30 - 6:30  Exhibit Hall Open / Reception     

6:45 – 8:30  Dinner / Awards / Auction 

  



 
February 6, 7 & 8, 2020 CONFERENCE PROGRAM 

Program Subject to change 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH 

7:30 – 8:30 Registration Desk Open / Exhibit Hall Open / Breakfast Buffett 

8:30 – 9:30 0.1 CEU 

TRACK 1 Paula Hartland ODOT FAQ - Bring your questions to ODOT for a roundtable discussion on compliance, regulation and inspection 

related to on-highway operation of your commercial motor vehicles. 

TRACK 2 Doug Dato Ridgid Tools Locating Theory and it’s Practical Application for Septic Systems - Overview and techniques for locating 

an existing system, tools, procedures, etc.  

TRACK 3 Christopher Cotton, M.Eng, EIT, Cascade Earth Sciences Time Dosing – The Principles and Practice of Managing Variable Flows 
to Improve Treatment and Reduce the Size of Downstream Components.  This presentation will discuss the various ways to manage flows 

through onsite sewage treatment systems.  This approach is especially helpful for systems with highly variable flows, such as churches, schools, 
restaurants, and office buildings to name a few.  Modern control panels offer reliable options to optimize system performance and 
sizing.  Examples of selected scenarios will be used to demonstrate key principles. 

9:40 – 10:40 0.1 CEU 

TRACK 1 Paula Hartland ODOT Truck Inspection - A hands on look at the required maintenance items on your commercial motor 

vehicle.  Common violations discovered during inspections and roadside stops.  What is ODOT and Law Enforcement looking for when they stop 
my vehicle? 

TRACK 2 Scott Hammerschmith Orenco Systems O&M- Advanced Control Panel Troubleshooting— Course covering troubleshooting of 

control panel operation, system troubleshooting, and troubleshooting of control panel components. 

TRACK 3 Jena Ross Craft3 - Affordable Loan Program - This presentation will go over the How it works and how it is funded. 

10:40 – 11:00  Exhibit Hall Open / Break 

11:00 – 12:00 0.1 CEU 

TRACK 1 Paula Hartland ODOT ODOT & USDOT Compliance - Learn the rules and regulations that apply to your business and drivers.  Get 

updates on changes that may affect your operations. 

TRACK 2 Scott Hammerschmith Orenco Systems Control Panels- Course covering control panel wiring and operation. 

TRACK 3 Dan Buss Installer Round Table Discussion – This is the chance for all installers to discuss the roadblocks they encounter in the 

industry that limit their ability to be successful.  Such as issues with applications.  The ability to work with regulators.  How to go about obtaining a 
clarification of a rule.  What to do if you are denied an approval.  How to handle a missed inspection, and or anything else that you the installer 
are experiencing difficulty with. 

12:00 - 1:00 Lunch 

1:00 – 2:00 0.1 CEU 

TRACK 1 Joseph Rebori Bio Microbics Installation of Advanced Treatment Technologies (ATT) The BioMicrobics installation seminar will 

cover aspects of proper installation, startup, and maintenance of residential MicroFAST® treatment systems.  Tankage, access, blower, and 
venting requirements will be detailed along with a “how-it-works” guide to enable proper operation from startup.  Maintenance aspects for blowers 
and management of accumulated solids will be covered. 

TRACK 2 Brian T. Rabe, CPSS, WWS, Managing Soil Scientist Cascade Earth Sciences Hydrosplitters -The Principles and Practices of 
Pressure-Assisted Distribution This presentation will describe circumstances where the use of hydrosplitters is warranted or advantageous 

compared to alternative approaches.  Important elements of design, installation, operational flexibility, and maintenance will be addressed. 

TRACK 3 James Erlei, Mike Olmsted, Doug Dilley Ferguson Water Works (3 Part Round Table/See attached outline) Topics to include but not 

limited to; Homeowner discussions/ concerns/ options, go over setbacks and how to find them in the OAR’s, Now you have a permit what does it 
mean, what happens when? While digging the trenches you dig through an old drainfield * Building contractor stubbed outlet under the footing 
now tank is going to be too deep. *With a tank replacement permit you find the drainfield is not what was expected.   
Part 1 Best Practices And General Knowledge Of Residential Septic System Installation  

2:20 – 3:20 0.1 CEU 

TRACK 1 Bob Sweeney, REHS Environmental Management Systems, Inc Challenging Sites - What do you do when the site is too wet, too 

steep, too degraded by previous development and may already have been denied by DEQ or the local DEQ Agent?  Case studies will be used to 
discuss site constraints, regulatory challenges and the use of innovative thinking and treatment to gain success. 

TRACK 2 Larry O'Connor RepCo Sales Agency Pump Basics / A Pump is a Pump - In this class you will learn how to read a pump curve, 

understand the difference between a sump pump, sewage pump, effluent pump and a grinder pump.  How to size a pump.  How to convert 
pressure to head.  How to do a bar napkin horsepower sizing and know which pump is more economical to operate, 115v ½ HP or 230v ½ HP. 

TRACK 3 Trent Clinkscales Clinkscales Portable Toilets Round Table (Part 2) Pumpers Best Practices 

3:30 – 4:30 0.1 CEU 

TRACK 1 Dennis Boeger, PE, CWRE Boeger & Associates Influent Waste - Presentation on influent waste strengths above residential levels, 

sources, and how to address these for DEQ permitted sites. 

TRACK 2 Paul Chierichetti How to Gain and Retain Employees This presentation will dive into the following topics to help you hire and retain 

the employees that are best suited for the onsite industry. Would you work for you? Why?   What do we have to offer our potential and current 
employees?  What do employees want & how is it possible to offer these things? 

TRACK 3 Kevin Riddle Sweet Water Sanitation Round Table (Part 3) Maintenance Providers Best Practices 

4:30 Conclusion  

 


